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Press Release 
Ponca City City Manager Named 2014 Gerald Wilkins Award Winner 

Citation Recognizes Most Outstanding City Manager 

 

          

 

Craig Stephenson, Ponca City City Manager, is the recipient of the 2014 Gerald 
Wilkins Award. He was presented the award by the City Management Association of 
Oklahoma (CMAO) during this week’s Oklahoma Municipal League (OML) Annual 
Awards Breakfast at the OML Annual Conference in Oklahoma City. 
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Stephenson is the twenty-sixth recipient of the annual award that honors the late 
Gerald Wilkins, former OML President, longtime city manager and municipal advisor 
to the Oklahoma Department of Commerce. The citation, named in his memory, 
recognizes the most outstanding city manager in Oklahoma. 
 

Stephenson has a twenty-nine year career in local government. He served as the 
Public Works Director in Ponca City from 2001- 2005, Assistant City Manager from 
2005 – 2008, and City Manager beginning in January, 2009. Prior to Ponca City, he 
was the Assistant City Manager in Enid from 1988 – 2000. 
 
Stephenson was nominated by Ponca City Mayor Homer Nicholson and Assistant 
City Manager, Tana McKinley.  In Stephenson’s nomination form they wrote “Craig 
believes that one of the main differences between a city and a business is that a city 
is not necessarily seeking profitability, but accountability and service.”  
 
“The City of Ponca City operates with a council-manager form of government, 
combining the strong representative leadership of elected officials in the form of the 
City Commission with the managerial experience of an appointed local city manager. 
As City Manager, Craig is responsible for implementation of policy and procedures 
as directed by the Commission. He assists the Commissioners in the making of 
policies by providing preliminary planning, recommendations, technical assistance 
and reporting on all matters relating to the planning, development and operating 
status of City departments.” 
 
Stephenson is active in several civic organizations including, International 
City/County Management Association, Oklahoma Municipal League, AMIGOS 
Bibliographic Resource, Ponca City Area Chamber of Commerce, Ponca City 
Development Authority, Rotary International and Oklahoma Municipal Assurance 
Group.   
 
Under Stephenson’s leadership, the City of Ponca City has received community 
awards such as the 2012 Friend of United Way award from the United Way of Ponca 
City, the 2013 Ponca City Business/Partner of the Year award from the Ponca City 
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Area Chamber of Commerce, and Ponca City’s continued selection as an Oklahoma 
Certified Healthy Community. 
 
Significant improvements at Lake Ponca, city parks and playgrounds, city 
technology, water and wastewater treatments facilities, streets and sidewalks,  as 
well as economic development are just a few of his accomplishments over the last 
few years. 
 
Stephenson currently serves as the President of the City Management Association 
of Oklahoma. He has been a member since 1988.   
 
Recipients of the Gerald Wilkins Award are credited with strengthening the city 
management form of government through their stable length of service to cities, 
dedication to civic activities, and participation in and contribution to CMAO and the 
International City Management Association. Recipients must have fully accepted the 
principles of ethics as outlined in the ICMA Code of Ethics and applied these ethical 
principles to his or her conduct in the field of city management.  

 
 
 
About City Management Association of Oklahoma 
The City Management Association of Oklahoma (CMA0) is a professional 
association of city managers, assistant city managers and other professional 
managers in municipal government in the state of Oklahoma. CMAO promotes the 
proficiency of city managers and administrators; assists in the improvement of city 
administration; and acts as a clearinghouse for information on matters of interest to 
all local governments.  
 
For additional information, visit cmao-ok.org. 
 

 
-END- 
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Cutline for the attached photo: 
 
Craig Stephenson, City Manager of Ponca City (right), is presented the 2014 
Gerald Wilkins Award for Outstanding City Manager in Oklahoma by Bob 
Wade (left), last year’s recipient of the Gerald Wilkins award and longtime 
member of City Management Association of Oklahoma. The award was 
presented during OML’s Annual Conference in Oklahoma City. 
 
 
 
 


